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Books
CHILDREN OF THE DES­ERT, by Phyl and Noel Wal­
lace. Nelson, 64 pp, $2.95.
T H IS  BEA UTIFUL and moving book 
portrays the daily lives of the Pit- 
jan tja ta ra  children living in the in ­
hospitable region of the Musgrave 
Ranges. In  a series of enchanting 
photographs, and a brief bu t equally 
vivid text, it captures the personalities 
of these children of the desert.
T h ere  is W anungy, who at seven 
is an excellent bushwoman, revelling 
in  the dry, prickly, inhospitable coun­
try th a t is her world; friendly little 
W inm ati, the  four-year-old, qu ite  
happy to leave his family and spend 
a whole trouble-free day with his 
friends the Wallaces; W in tjin  the 
singer, delighted to teach the Pit- 
jan tja ta ra  songs to his new friends, 
and thinking it “huge fun to hear some­
one trying to pronounce the words 
and reproduce the complicated tunes 
and  rhythm  patterns"; K alatari who 
a t three “was carrying her sister 
Rosemary on her back wherever she 
went and tending her like a small 
m other”; L itja the brave, who despite 
his fears, m ade a drawing of the 
dreaded M arnu, the evil spirit; and 
m any others, engaging and lovable, 
like children the world over.
T he book is the work of Phyl and 
Noel W allace, a husband and wife 
team who first visited Central Aus­
tralia  in 1956, and in 1966 decided 
to work full time among the Pit- 
jan tja ta ra .
T hough they are in contact with 
mission and welfare settlements, and
num bers of the children go to school, 
the P itjan tja ta ra  still lead nom adic 
lives, wresting a precarious existence 
from the desert. It is thus a vanish­
ing cu ltu re which is the background 
to the W allace’s book, bu t it is a 
cu ltu re  which has developed the  most 
valuable hum an qualities — resource­
fulness, courage, endurance, social 
responsibility, artistic ability and 
many others; and it is one of the 
great virtues of the book th a t it 
brings hom e to us so vividly the 
hum an attribu tes of these rem ote and 
little  known people.
T h e  first im pact of the book is 
m ade by the photographs. T hey are 
confined almost entirely to the ch ild ­
ren. and some of the portraits arc 
q u ite  breath-taking in th '-ir beauty 
and vivacity. Many of the group 
scenes are in  colour, w ith the vast 
spectacle of the desert as a back­
ground. T h e  attractive format (13” x 
10”) perm its the reproduction of 
some superb panoram ic shots.
How'ever, the book is m uch more 
than a collection of attractive pho to ­
graphs. These are accompanied by a 
text deceptively brief and consisting 
chiefly of sketches of individual ch ild ­
ren, though some sections such as Kalu 
(school) and Maku (witchetty grubs) 
deal w ith group situations. Phyl W al­
lace has used this simple framework 
to make us aware of the most signi­
ficant aspects of the life of the peo­
ple. Many of the sketches show that 
“ the hu n t for food is a constant and 
desperate necessity", so th a t “even the 
youngest child digs for food”. Some 
show how the children acquire trad i­
tional skills as in the fascinating 
section "K ulata”, where a group of 
boys show the Wallaces how spears are 
m ade; some sections reveal the ad ­
m ix ture of cultures taking place — 
the rille side by side with the hun ting  
spear: the plastic bucket alongside 
the digging dish; the ancient car or 
truck draw n up  beside the camp. 
T h ere  is a  m em orable section on 
“Cave W ith Drawings" in which an
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old m an of the tribe shows the W al­
laces how the drawings were done; 
and there are sections dealing with 
corroborees and walkabout. Inc iden t­
ally, the Wallaces explode the com­
monly held belief th a t w alkabout is 
simply a restless meaningless move­
m ent from one place to another, and 
emphasise that there is “always some- 
serious tribal or in ter tribal reason for 
the journey — “perhaps a m eeting of 
relations for some vital ceremony or 
ritual th a t will benefit or affect them  
all”.
One of the most delightful feat­
ures of the book is the reproduction  
of the children’s drawings. Drawing in 
the sand comes naturally  to desert 
children, and the change-over to 
drawing on paper or blackboard is 
easily made. They revel in  th e  bright 
pastels, and display acute powers of 
observation in reproduction  details 
of scenes or events. T h u s M ulayangu, 
after a visit to a shearing shed, re ­
produced every detail of the scene in 
his drawing, from the m an sweeping 
the floor to the counter shaft, gear 
boxes and driving arms to the shearing 
heads.
Probably the most valuable section 
of the book is th a t dealing with ed u ­
cation. Phyl W allace indicates the 
m ain difficulty in the opening sen­
tences: “ Roaming the dusty vastness 
°f the desert is no p reparation  for 
settling down into a form al school 
situation. T he desert children enter a 
strange new world when they step 
into a schoolroom, and at first its 
r<-‘strictions must be agonising to 
•hem. There is so little  in our school 
activities th a t relates to their trad i­
tional background”.
She illustrates this in relation  to 
num ber: “Springing from a culture 
th a t has no need for m athem atics, 
the children find our num ber system 
difficult to com prehend. T hey never 
hoard any objects th a t need to be
counted, so they have m anaged com­
fortably w ith words for one, two 
and three, and from them  they 
build , with repetition , four and five 
—after th a t the word “ t ju ta ” follow­
ing a noun suffices to pluralise". Is 
it any wonder th a t the children have 
difficulty with mathematics?
Language is a little easier, be­
cause the Musgrave Park Settlement, 
followed the exam ple of Eurabella 
Mission in train ing  teachers in the 
P itjan tjata ra language, so th a t for 
the first th ree years children are 
taught in the vernacular; bu t even 
so there is still an abysmal gap be­
tween the children 's traditional way 
of life and the w hite m an ’s school.
T his is charm ingly illustrated  in the 
story of M utata, the tru an t, too 
long to reproduce here, b u t one of 
the highlights of the book. Despite 
the best efforts of his father, who, 
though w ithout any education himself, 
recognised its necessity for his child­
ren, M utata refused to stay at school, 
u n til one m orning he tu rned  up 
when “a particularly  in trigu ing  mess 
of handwork, paper tearing  and past­
ing was in progress", and M utata 
joined in w ith zest. “ L ater on he 
discovered we were doing some ra ther 
dull things on the blackboard with 
chalk — so departed  for th e  rocks.”
However, M utata had discovered 
th a t some in teresting things do go 
on a t school, and after th a t he often 
dropped in when the school bell rang. 
Phyl W allace concludes “ . . . i t  is 
possible th a t if school can be related 
to the special background of these 
special children, if it can be m ade 
interesting, attractive and unrestrict- 
ive enough, the M utatas of the tribe 
will finally w ant to bring  themselves 
to school every day”.
T h e  authors do not pose any 
questions about the fu tu re  of the 
desert children, b u t readers of the
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book will find them  inescapable. 
T hough m uch of their traditional 
life still rem ains, these children are 
already living between two worlds. 
W hat is to be their future, as the 
old life vanishes? Fringe dwellers on 
the outskirts of towns and settle­
ments?
It is un th inkable th a t such precious 
hum an  m aterial should be wasted in 
this way. But w hat can be done to 
prevent it? T o  help the people adapt 
to a rapidly  changing world? How 
can G overnm ents be forced to adopt 
enlightened policies on these vital 
issues? W hat can we do to preserve 
the dignity and  self-reliance of these 
people? T hese are some of the ques­
tions provoked by this stim ulating 
book.
G l o r ia  L a ir d
ABORIGINAL HABITAT AND ECONOMY, a thesis by Roger Lawrence.
WAS the environm ent of the A ustra­
lian Aboriginal basically responsible 
for the n a tu re  of the economy at the 
tim e of European contact? Did envir­
onm ent stim ulate the Aboriginal to a 
high degree of inventiveness? T o  w hat 
extent was A boriginal life, economic 
and  cultural, modified by outside 
influences? Readers seeking answers 
to these and allied questions will find 
in Roger Lawrence’s Aboriginal H abitat 
and Economy a well-documented col­
lection of facts. Agreem ent w ith con­
clusions draw n, however, will vary 
considerably.
Mr. Lawrence’s bibliography is in 
itself a useful reference list. In  it  he 
lists over 300 sources from which he 
has draw n m aterial — 19 of them 
records of European impressions of 
Aborigines prio r to 1800; the rest 
records, collated m aterial and results 
of organised research to as late as
1966. From  this historically wide range 
the au th o r has described environm ent 
(topography, climate, vegetation, 
anim al life) and economy (food and 
food-gathering, shelter, population  
fluctuations) . H e does this w ith a view 
to elucidating the problem s of the 
role of environm ent in  the prom oting 
of various forms of economic and 
cu ltu ral life. At the end of each 
chapter are detailed tables under such 
headings as: food type, equipm ent and 
technique employed, n a tu re  of activity 
(individual, jo in t or communal) 
source of inform ation, area, tribes 
in area. In  general the areas studied 
are Central A ustralia (arid environ­
m ent), M urray-D arling (rich aquatic) , 
South-East coast (choice of m arine 
and land food) , and Cape York (en­
vironm ent open to influence from 
N orth). E xplanatory maps and d ia­
grams are clear and informative.
T h ere  will be little  qualification of 
praise for Mr. Lawrence in  his col­
lection and collation of m aterial. W ith 
conclusions reached there will be less 
u nanim ity  of opinion.
In  the book full credit is given 
to th e  Aboriginal for close observa­
tion. For instance, the Aboriginal 
observed accurately the  movements of 
ducks and  so could n e t them  on the 
wing; he observed accurately their 
instinctive responses and so w hirled 
bark to sim ulate the flight of a hawk. 
Similarly in  in land A ustralia he 
observed the seasonal fluctuations of 
river levels, and on the coast the 
daily tidal fluctuations. T h is know­
ledge he utilised in movable brush 
fences, stone fence weirs w ith align­
m ent of walls and pockets corre­
sponding to the longshore movements 
of th e  fish of the area.
So too credit is given the Aboriginal 
for “his decisions as to which m ethod 
and  equ ipm ent could most profitably 
be used” ( p .239).
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Less credit is given h im  for ad a p ta ­
tion and modification of equipm ent or 
hunting  methods its im portance 
was not great” (p. 237). Indeed, Mr. 
Lawrence goes so far as to say:
"the m ajor differences in Aboriginal 
culture appear to have been due 
mainly to cultural contact w ith more 
advanced technologies and th e  sub­
sequent diffusion of these traits 
through p art of A ustralia” (p. 237) .
Mr. Lawrence supports this conclusion 
by the d istribution of such economic 
features as netting techniques and the 
use of harpoons, outrigger canoes, fish 
hooks, etc.
So too with food. H ere again Mr. 
Lawrence places great emphasis on 
technical change brought from N o rth ­
ern cultures into Australia.
"the greatest effect the h ab ita t had 
on the diet of the aboriginal was that 
it provided a range of possible food 
sources within which the economic 
system operated. . . However, o ther 
factors were perhaps of equal or greater 
im portance” (p. 223).
Illustrating the food range Mr. 
Lawrence points out th a t the prim ary 
anim al diet of tribes living in the 
m ountain country of Central Aus­
tralia was kangaroos, wallabies, euros 
emus; in spinifex country lizards, rats, 
mice, possums; in the Port Jackson 
area fish. Illustrating th e  role of the 
advanced technique brought from the 
North into Australia, he cites the 
methods of one tribe in hun ting  
the dugong which enabled them  "to 
capitalise on the po ten tial of their 
environm ent to  a far greater extent 
t an did the tribes to the south whose 
technology was less developed.”
T h e  following extracts are indica- 
lvc ° f  Mr. Lawrence's viewpoint:
the m aterial culture shows no close 
e ationship with the environm ent" (P- 98) .
AUSTRALIAN LEFT REVIEW
“T he role of the environm ent was not 
such th a t it stim ulated  local inven­
tion of any radical nature, nor d id  it 
prom ote any great change in  the 
n ature of the economy. T h e  A bori­
gines came to A ustralia w ith  a h u n t­
ing and gathering economy and 
through the dura tion  of their stay 
it rem ained so” (p. 239).
“T he most significant differences re ­
sulted from cu ltu ral borrowing ra ther 
than from invention prom pted  by 
environm ental stim uli" (p. 193).
Nevertheless despite contentious 
conclusions, this careful m arshalling 
of facts makes the book a valuable 
addition to the library of any student 
of the Aboriginies.
J e a n  B a i l e y
BLACK POWER, by Stokely 
Carmichael and Charles V. 
Hamilton.Jonathan Cape, 198 pp, $5.15.
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MALCOLM X, with the assist­
ance of Alex Haley.Penguin, 512 pp, $1.45.
W H IT E  AUSTRALIA, isolated, in ­
to lerant and smug in its solutions to 
racial conflict (give the im m igration 
policy another nam e b u t discrim inate 
anyway), would be barely interested in 
the views of American black m ilitants. 
W hatever interest has developed from 
the reading of a few em otional news 
stories and one or two reasoned articles 
(notably by Jam es Baldwin in The  
Australian) a reading of Black Power 
by Stokely Carm ichael and Charles V. 
H am ilton and T h e Autobiography of 
Malcolm X  w ould probably confirm 
the worst nightm ares for those who 
believe that the darker a m an ’s skin 
the less hum an h e is. Both these books 
spell o u t clearly th a t the days when a 
black American was forced or condi­
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tioned to accept any white m an as his 
superior are over.
If the reactions of racists are p re ­
dictable w hat then  of hum anists, lib ­
eral thinkers, revolutionaries? U nfor­
tunately  there is m uch evidence here 
and, m ore particularly, in America 
th a t the essence of black m ilitancy is 
m isunderstood or ignored while the 
adm itted  vagaries of the m ovem ent 
come in for close scrutiny. Those who 
caution black m ilitants to take care, 
to  use only legal, peaceful, non-violent 
means, those who, w ith good in te n ­
tions, rush  south or n o rth  to organise 
the oppressed and those who talk, of 
class solutions, particularly  of the 
white working class as friend and  ally 
may feel th a t such books m ake u n ­
com fortable reading b u t given a little  
objectivity such readers may learn  
even as they are upset.
Th e Autobiography o f Malcolm x,  
w ritten  w ith the assistance of Alex 
Haley is no t always satisfactory and 
yet is one of those ra re  m oving d o cu ­
m ents th a t reaffirm  the ability  0f 
down trodden  hu m an  beings to rise 
up  and be men. I t seems clear from  
H aley’s inform ative preface th a t m uch  
as he grew to adm ire and respect M a l­
colm X  he could no t identify w ith  
him  and  because th e  book was W rit­
ten w hile Malcolm X  was changing 
and  m atu ring  and  rem ained u n f in ­
ished when he was shot down th e  la t­
te r sections leave too many u n a n s ­
wered questions. T h e  political d eve­
lopm ent of Malcolm X is the m ost 
unsuccessful portrayal b u t why h e b e ­
came a m ilitan t is very clear.
T h e  next tim e someone regrets the  
“inverted  racialism ” of some b la c k  
m ilitants th ru st this book in to  his 
hands. O ne q u arte r  of th e  life e x p e ri­
ence of Malcolm X, his father’s d ea th , 
th e  prejudices of school days, his y o u th  
as junkie, pusher, hustler, robber, his 
years in  jail and one qu arte r of th e  
realisation th a t those who killed his
father, hounded  his m other, stifled his 
am bitions, contained him , distorted 
him  and incarcerated him  were all 
w hite m en should provide enough 
understand ing  of the fact th a t hatred  
of w hite m en (the devils of E lijah M u­
ham m ad’s m isnam ed “Black M uslims”) 
was a logical step towards self respect.
T h e  dangers in this view are ob ­
vious b u t if developm ent takes place 
these dangers may be averted. M al­
colm X  developed and came to criti­
cise E lijah M uham m ad’s theories, b u t 
he never denied the achievements of 
the  “Black M uslims” which have 
often been spectacular and hum an. 
D ope addicts kicked the hab it, men 
develop p rid e  in themselves and  their 
history. T hey acted. T h eir faces tu rn ­
ed ou t to the world of anti-colonial 
struggle.
T h e  religious dogmas of E lijah M u­
ham m ad and  m ore particularly  of 
Malcolm X  responding to his visit to 
Mecca after his break w ith th e  “Black 
M uslims” may seem childish, even 
ridiculous b u t if their basis is less 
th an  sound the same m ust be said 
for the  C hristian orientations of m uch 
of E urope’s revolutionary history.
Towards the end of his life M al­
colm X  was “too m ilitan t” for some 
and  “too m oderate” for others as he 
sought to bu ild  m ilitan t organisation. 
A t least the revolutionary readers may 
ponder the tru th  th a t in  this sphere 
of politics there is no discrim ination.
His aim, hardly started  a t the tim e 
of his death , was to  force recognition 
of Black America as opposed to in te ­
gration  on w hite terms, to  piecemeal 
reforms, to containm ent. H e saw the 
need to b u ild  a society w here all are 
recognised as hum an. H e thus re­
jected his form er to tal h atred  of whites 
and  saw n o t the reactions in  society 
b u t society itself and yet he never for­
got, and  neither should we, th a t "the 
b u rd en  to defend any passion should
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never be pu t upon the black m an be­
cause it is the w hite m an collectively 
who has shown th a t he is hostile to ­
wards integration and towards in ­
term arriage and towards these other 
strides towards oneness."
By comparison the life experience 
of Stokely Carmichael and Charles V. 
H am ilton is that of a privileged new 
generation. As young intellectual ac­
tivists they develop ou t of a period 
of action by men like Malcolm X, 
they tell a sim ilar story b u t from a 
different angle in a new developing 
situation.
It is clear to them  th a t action for 
black liberation in America is in a 
world setting of peoples dem anding 
an end to oppiession. T hey consider 
the various efforts towards liberation, 
those within the established political 
parties, the efforts to mobilise black 
voters where they constitute a m ajor­
ity, the efforts to overcome the cen tu­
ries old trend th a t if you “wash up, 
clean up, get an education” the white 
society will accept you.
They reject the goal of assimilation 
into “middle-class America” because 
the class society of America is anti- 
hum anist and perpetuates racism. 
They seek a society of “free people” 
not "free enterprise”. T o  them  “black 
power” is self identity  and self deter­
m ination. They deny th a t it is a racist 
concept since racism seeks to subject 
People and “black power” seeks “ full 
participation in the decision m aking 
Processes affecting the lives of black 
People, and recognition of the virtues 
ln themselves as black people.”
They do not deny th a t the white 
w°rk ing  class may be an ally b u t ex­
perience teaches them th a t while organ- 
lsed white workers aspire to the values 
°  present day American society they 
' Vl̂ | contribute to the continuation  of 
r acism. They do not encourage viol- 
erice hu t they accept th a t it may come.
AUSTRALIAN LEFT REVIEW
They recognise th a t elem ents of black 
racism may persist b u t they act against 
this trend w hile saying persuasively 
that white racism may n o t expect any 
guarantees from them . For those white 
men who profess a belief in  the rights 
of all men they spell ou t a role th a t 
is “educative, organisational and sup­
portive”. T hey ask for massive w hite 
organisation against w hite racism for 
the preaching of the non-violent creed 
to the violent whites. T hey  dem and 
that w hite civil rights workers organ­
ise the poor whites in the south so 
th a t they are not hostile to black de­
m ands bu t hostile to those who keep 
black and poor w hite in their inferior 
positions. T hey  welcome the support 
of white aid so long as it is free of 
paternalism .
U nderstanding the rules of American 
society they reject them  and argue 
that a necessary condition for new 
rules and new forms is th e  creation of 
consciousness “ to achieve dignity, to 
achieve their share of power, indeed to 
become their own men and women — 
in this tim e and in this land — by 
whatever means necessary.”
T hus incom plete ideas of Malcolm 
X are worked over and developed and 
the message comes through clearly th a t 
nothing short of freedom will now 
succeed in buying off oppressed peo­
ple anywhere.
M a v is  R o b e r t s o n
KIKI: Ten Thousand Years in a Lifetime, by Albert Maori Kiki.Cheshire, 187 pp, $3.50.
T H E  DUST JA CK ET tells us "T his 
rem arkable book is the first autobio­
graphy, in fact the first im portan t 
book ever to come out of New G ui­
nea.” This itself is an indic tm ent on 
A ustralian control, bu t the book also 
lifts the coconut curtain  draped
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around this last m onum ent to col­
onialism. We not only see it we also 
feel it as we en ter Maori Kiki’s life 
experience.
T his book is \e ry  readable. T he 
reader in fact feels he is listening 
to a good storyteller. T here  are small 
patches, especially in the closing 
phases, when the wording stiffens and 
Kiki's voice disappears. T his coincides 
w ith areas of political sensitivity and 
is no doubt traceable to the fact th a t 
A lbert Maori Kiki is also secretary 
of N iugini’s m ajor political party  — 
the Pangu Pati. (‘N iugini’ is the name 
for Papua and New G uinea recently 
adopted by the Pangu Pati.)
Perhaps the three outstanding sec­
tions of the book are Kiki’s descrip­
tion of his early childhood, his partly 
completed tribal initiation , and his 
student days in Fiji. Kiki's political 
position however adds interest of a 
different sort to o ther parts of his 
book. We have to read between the 
lines in these parts, fill in the gaps, 
sense the m oral dilemmas this m an 
has faced.
T h e  literary  and political aspects 
strike a very difficult co-existence in 
the seventh chapter — "The Buku 
Affair” — the longest in the book. 
T he logic of Kiki’s developm ent 
w ould m ake us suspect this chapter 
contains its climax. If this is so it 
rem ains h idden  and Kiki only later 
relaxes to recount a series of dram atic 
incidents which perhaps partly  follow 
in its wake. T h e  only two reviews 
so far sighted — George Farw ell’s 
SM H  28.12.68 and Percy C hatterton’s 
Pacific Islands M onthly, Dec. 1968 — 
both ignore this chapter.
T his "affair” achieved headlines in 
M arch 1962 when members of the 
H ahalis W elfare Society on Buku 
Island in protest at lack of Govern­
m ent spending refused to pay the 
‘head tax ’ imposed on all Niuginians. 
W hen four hundred  ex tra  policemen
were flown in  to reinforce the one 
hundred  and fifty held at bay by the 
Hahalis people, Kiki went along as 
part of a medical team. T he two 
leaders of the Society, Francis Hagai 
and John  Teosin, were arrested and 
placed in Kiki's tent.
“So now the crowd was w ithout a 
leader and nobody spoke. T hey sat 
there silently in  the rain  from ten 
o'clock in the m orning to about five 
o ’clock in the afternoon. T h en  the 
women were sent away and told to 
bring  food for the m en and the men 
were handcuffed in long lines of about 
th irty  and were p u t up in a num ber 
of sheds. John  Teosin and Francis 
Hagai were m ade to squat next to 
my bed. . .”
W hy were these two men placed in 
Kiki's tent? W hat passed between 
them? No doubt M aori Kiki’s earlier 
experiences with the adm inistration 
created a bond which later incidents 
strengthened.
W e see Kiki and his wife Elizabeth 
ordered out of the European club in 
Sohano w here they had been invited 
by the producer to view a film th a t 
featured Elizabeth prom inently. T he 
executive of the club included the 
local D istrict Officer, the Co-op Officer 
and the District Education Officer.
W e see Kiki back in Port Moresby, 
still a public servant, glaring across 
the desk at the District Commissioner, 
refusing to retract critical statements 
m ade in the local press and advising 
the D.C. to speak properly or be p re ­
pared to receive a chair on his head.
A lbert M aori Kiki had journeyed a 
long way from the densely forested 
hills of the U pper Purori, bu t there 
he re tu rned  after his defeat in the 
1968 House of Assembly elections. In  
his m other’s village he found his 
m aternal uncle H aure still alive. “He 
p u t his hand  on my forehead, he 
placed it on the very spot where he
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had tietl the shell band  m any years 
ago when I was to be in itia ted  during 
the. Koreave festival. Only one’s 
m aternal uncle can use this gesture 
which symbolises the transfer of power 
from the old generation to the young 
one. . ."
Perhaps Kiki’s in itiation  was com ­
pleted now — in  a new way. Those 
who read his book will look forward 
to its sequel.
LAK.
INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY IN GREAT BRITAIN, by Ken Coates and Anthony Topham. 
MacGibbon & Kee, 431 pp, 
$8.40.
CAN THE WORKERS RUN INDUSTRY?, Ken Coates ed. 
Sphere Books, 254 pp, $1.30.
JU ST AS LENIN observed in  1915 
that “Absolutely everybody is in favor 
of peace in general including K itch­
ener, Joffre, H indenburg  and N ich­
olas the Bloody”, so we find today 
th a t everybody is in  favor of indus­
trial democracy. T h e  term  has been 
emasculated by m any people to such 
an extent th a t it is less an objective 
still to be attained th an  an  achieve­
m ent which m ust be preserved.
Fortunately, in developing a strategy 
of advance towards socialism, a signi­
ficant section of the European Left has 
taken a new interest in  industrial de­
mocracy and workers’ control. Many 
socialists now argue th a t the dem and 
for workers’ control should be the 
central strategic axis, to which all 
o ther reforms and dem ands m ust be 
related. W riting in T he Socialist 
Register 1964, the Belgian m arxist 
E rnest M andel saw workers' control 
as th e  first step towards workers’ m an ­
agement of a socialised economy and 
towards industrial democracy. T h e  
dem and for it, he continued, would
give the essentially defensive strategy 
of the trade un ion  m ovem ent (against 
wage restraint, and for freedom of 
bargaining) the necessary m ilitan t and 
positive character w ithout which the 
working class w ould be fighting a 
losing battle against the technocrats 
and the controllers of neo-capitalism.
Two of the m ain architects of the 
new movement for industrial dem o­
cracy in B rita in  have been former 
m iner Ken Coates and Tony Topham , 
both of whom are university lecturers 
in industrial relations. In  the first 
book under review they have brought 
together an excellent selection of 
readings on the  subject going back 
to the turn  of the century. Some 
of the best pieces of polemical schol­
arship are to be found in the section 
on the contem porary debate th a t has 
been going on since the “ New Left” 
rediscovered the idea of workers’ 
control several years ago. One of the 
most impressive is Royden H arrison’s 
beautiful dem olition job on Professor 
H ugh Clegg, the Wilson G overnm ent’s 
favorite expert on industrial relations, 
in which it is shown th a t social ow n­
ership is indispensable to industrial 
democracy, not irrelevant as Clegg 
and other Fabians have argued. 
Coates and T opham , however, are 
perhaps excessively severe on some 
critics of the trad ition  of workers’ 
control, particular the Webbs, as 
Royden H arrison has argued in his 
review of the book in th e  Oct.-Dec. 
1968 issue of the Political Quarterly.
T he second book under review con­
tains some impressive studies of con­
ditions in specific industries, and a 
paper on student power by Terry 
Lacey, one of the leading spirits among 
the “red guard” of the Young L ib­
erals. T h ere  is also a lengthy and 
very useful con tribu tion  from  Michael 
B arrett Brown who lucidly explains 
th a t the concentration of economic 
power is firmly established in p ro ­
perty rights.
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T h e  key decisions in  advanced 
neo-capitalist societies today are made 
by a small group of controllers whose 
power is removed from popu lar con­
trol. As Coates and T opham  p u t it 
in  th e ir  Introduction  to Industrial 
Democracy in Great Britain:
“In  every significant sense, the term 
‘wage-slavery’ has lost none of its 
m eaning in  Britain, however consid­
erable the im provem ent in living 
standards m igh t have been. Slavery is 
not synonymous w ith poverty, but 
expresses a relationship  between peo­
ple, in which one will is subordinated 
to another. D om ination may have 
found polite and decorous descriptions 
under which to lurk in  the  past years, 
b u t if anything the gulf between con­
trollers and controlled lias widened 
ra th er th an  closed: the concentration of 
scale, technique and power in  m odern 
industry  has tightened the elite into 
a more exclusive, more elevated group­
ing a t the same tim e th a t it  has 
unleashed new possibilities for m ani­
pu lation  of the increasingly disen­
franchised mass."
Yet these developments have stim u­
lated not only opposition, b u t also 
counter-policies, including explicit 
dem ands for workers’ control. In ­
deed, the pressure for industrial dem o­
cracy w ith in  the trade unions them ­
selves m ay well be the most significant 
growth po in t in the British Labor 
movement.
LTnfortunately, sim ilar developments 
have not yet taken place in Australia. 
T h e  idea of workers’ control has not 
been of p rim e concern to the local 
Left for alm ost half a century. It 
once exercised a powerful influence 
on A ustralian socialists, just after the 
F irst W orld W ar, and th e  interest 
was reflected in  the 1921 Socialisation 
Objective of the ALP. However, i t  was 
not long before the emphasis on 
workers’ control was changed and 
there developed a vacuum. T h e  sub­
ject was avoided n o t only by reform ist 
trade un ion  bureaucrats b u t also by 
Com m unist Party m ilitants, although 
recently the  Left has vaguely begun 
to realise th a t not only students or 
radical priests should be interested in 
“partic ipatory  democracy”. A nd it is 
to be hoped th a t local Communists 
will avoid the  k ind of attack on the 
New Left p u t forw ard recently by 
Bert Ramelson, CUGB industrial 
spokesman, in  which he referred to the 
“well in ten tioned” and “glib ta lk” 
about workers’ control coming from 
socialists who have lost faith in the 
political road to socialism and who 
“re trea t to the old and long-for­
saken syndicalist and guild  socialist 
ideas of the  m ilitants of half a cen­
tu ry  ago.” (Marxism Today, October 
1968).
Of course, there is “glib ta lk” in 
some quarters and the enormous 
m agnitude of the  problems involved 
in im plem enting workers' control 
m ust not be underestim ated. T h e  Bri­
tish New Left, however, has shown 
in  the two books under review that 
it can come up  w ith highly technical 
and sophisticated proposals. I t will 
be m any years before we produce 
work of com parable quality . T he only 
consolation is th a t the idea of w ork­
ers’ control in  A ustralia appears to 
have a good chance of being rescued 
from limbo.
J o h n  P l a y f o r d
WHAT IS HISTORY, by E. H. Carr. Pelican Paperback, 156 p.p. 65 cents.
T H E  E M IN EN T Soviet scholar and 
historian  Professor N. I. Konrad in a 
recent work says: "These are ex tra­
ordinary  times. T hey are unquestion­
ably one of the crucial tu rn ing  points 
in world history. T he future will 
probably  show th a t they are even the 
most im p o rtan t of all th a t m ankind 
has lived through so far. It is only
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natural that, at times like these, as 
at all o ther m ajor tu rns in history, 
thinkers ponder on the substance of 
history.”
T his is what Professor E. H . Carr 
does in this collection of six lectures 
he delivered at the University of Cam ­
bridge.
In his -view the present social revol­
ution is only just beginning, “But it 
is advancing at a staggering pace to 
keep abreast of the staggering tech­
nological advances of the last genera­
tion.”
More than ever before inarxists need 
to study this revolution to keep up 
to date with the staggering am ount 
of new data. T he theory of history 
assists one to see the changes in  cor­
rect perspective, to summarise past 
experience and to visualise the future.
Professor Carr employs the scientific 
m ethod of thinking w hich is becoming 
more and more recognised for its 
universality and the book is w orth 
reading alone, as a study of the m ethod 
of dialectical and historical m ateria l­
ism. In addition, he considers m any 
of the problem? w ith which m ankind 
today is grappling: the ind iv idual’s 
relation to society; the interconnec­
tion of history^ science and m orality; 
as well as history as progress and the 
expansion of education and reason.
I t is full of food for though t and 
despite its weighty content, i t  is w rit­
ten in a wholly stim ulating, simple, 
often hum orous and readable style.
Professor Carr deals with the re la ­
tionship between the historian and 
his facts.
H e says “T he facts speak only when 
the historian calls on them ; it is he 
who decides to which facts to give 
the floor and in w hat order or con­text.”
He is critical of those historians 
who m aintain th a t an “ultim ate h is­
tory” can be w ritte l by the accum ula­
tion of facts. H e opposes the sceptics 
who say th a t since all historical judg­
ments involve persons and  points of 
view, one is as good as another and 
there is no ‘objective’ historical tru th . 
Instead he regards the h istorian  and 
his in te rpreta tion  of the facts as neces­
sary to one another.
H istory cannot be correctly in te r­
preted if individuals are seen as dis­
tinct from their times and their class 
position in society. “Society and the 
individual are inseparable, they are 
necessary and com plem entary to each 
other; not opposites.”
T he historian, himself, is influenc­
ed by society. T h ere  are signs that 
suggest even in the western world 
where individualism  has been the 
ideologv of social change since the 
Renaissance, th a t this period of his­
tory has reached its end. T his affects 
the historian. “ I t is not merely the 
events that are in flux. T h e  historian 
himself is in flux.” T h e  historians of 
a declining society, h ith e rto  optim istic 
of history's purpose and progress, turn  
to the view th a t there is no general 
p attern  in history at all.
He summarises: “ T he facts of his­
tory are indeed facts about individuals 
bu t not about the actions of indivi­
duals perform ed in isolation and not 
about the motives, real or imaginary, 
from which individuals suppose them ­
selves to have acted.”
H e describes the adm ittance of his­
tory into the scientific sphere since 
D arwin's era. “It is recognised th a t 
scientists m ake discoveries and acquire 
fresh knowledge, not by establishing 
precise and com prehensive laws, b u t 
by enunciating hypotheses which open 
the way for fresh enquiry.”
He therefore sees a close affinity 
between the m ethods of science and 
history believing both  to have the 
“modest hope of advancing progres­
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sively from one fragm entary hypo­
thesis to another, isolating their facts 
through the m edium  of their in te rp re­
tations and testing their in te rp reta­
tions by the facts."
Such a view is very close to the 
m arxist theory of knowledge, which 
emphasises the need to see socialist 
theory, not as a set of fixed laws and 
dogma, b u t as a guide to action which 
tests all theory by practice.
He denies the view of theologians 
th a t history is the result of divine 
purpose and adopts a m aterialist posi­
tion. ‘‘Personally I lind it hard  to 
reconcile the integrity of history with 
belief in some super-historical force 
on which its m eaning and significance 
depend."
Historians, Carr believes, should not 
be required  to pass m oral judgm ents 
011 the private lives or public actions 
of individuals, since judicial and 
m oral standards arc constantly chang­
ing.
However, in te rpreta tion  of historical 
facts presupposes m oral or value judg­
m ents and com parison, in  the case 
of past institutions, events and p o li­
cies. W hat is ‘progressive’ generally, 
may in some cases be the cause of suf­
fering for some, since inequalities are 
an  integral p a rt of the historical 
struggle.
T h e  m oral stand of the historian 
affects his outlook. “T he serious h is­
torian is the one who recognises the 
historically conditioned character of 
all values, not the one who claims for 
his own values an objectivity beyond 
history.”
H e deals w ith history as “a study 
of causes” and rejects distortions which 
emphasise, unduly, determ inism  and 
chance. “T h e  fact is th a t hum an ac­
tions are both free and determ ined 
according to the point of view from 
which one considers them ."
H istorians comm itted to a declin­
ing society deny that history is p ro ­
gress, b u t Professor Carr avers that 
history is progress through the trans­
mission of acquired skills from one 
generation to the next.
Man docs not set himself a definite 
end bu t generally strives for greater 
freedom, for a progressive develop­
m ent of hum an potentialities, with 
each succeeding period giving rise to 
w hat the content of history should he.
T h e  m odern age is the most h istori­
cally m inded of all ages, with m an's 
earlier efforts to understand his en ­
vironm ent extended to include his a t­
tem pts at greater understanding of 
himself.
Professor Carr sees the possibilities 
of m an being able to order his social 
life, a t present lagging beh ind  the 
technical and scientific revolution, for 
this revolution gives rise to a progres­
sive increase in the num bers of those 
who learn  to think, to use their rea­
son.
W hat is H istory! contains m uch 
m ore than this. It has probably al­
ready been read by many, bu t for 
those who haven’t read it, it is a use­
ful addition  to understanding history 
and  the m odern world.
J i m  Moss
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